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WEATHER FOLKLORE: PART 2 

FACT OR FICTION 

The higher the clouds, the finer 

the weather. 

Just depends. High clouds themselves 

do not bring rain aoo may indeed be 

indicators of fine weather. However, 

they may also give way to lower 

rainmaking clouds. 

Mountains in the morning, fountains in 

the evening. 

Fact. Mountainous clouds usually turn 

into thunderstorms. 

No weather is ill, if the wind is still. 

Just depends. Still winds usually indicate 

the presence of calm, high-pressure 

weather. On the other hand, those who 

have spent plenty of time outdoors know 

the truth of the phrase "the calm before 

the storm"! 

When windows won't open, and the salt 

clogs the shaker, the weather will favor 

the umbrella maker. 

Fact. Windows that stick and salt that 

clumps together indicate high humidity -

in other words, wet weather. 
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When sounds travel far and wide, a 

stormy day will betide. 

Just depends. Moist air conducts sound 

better than dry air, so there is an element 

of truth to this. However, cold air 

conducts sound better than warm air. 

This is why sound can carry so far on a 

clear, still winter day, without any rain or 

snow following. 

A c;oming storm your shooting corns 

presage, and aches will throb, your 

hollow tooth will rage. 

Fact. There appears to be a correlation 

between changes in air pressure and aches 

and pains. Some scientists dismiss this bit 

of folk wisdom by suggesting that selective 

memory may be at play, but the saying 

has been proven true too many times 

to ignore. 
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