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WEATHER FOLKLORE: PART 3 

FACT OR FICTION 

When March blows its horn, your barn 

will be filled with hay and corn. 

Fiction. "When March blows its horn" 
means "if March is unusually stormy." 
Thunderstorms would indicate that the 
March in question is unusually warm, and 
this combined with rainfall would tend to 
favor good crops. Unfortunately, there is 
no guarantee that the rest of the year will 
cooperate with the farmer. 

As high as the weeds grow, so will the 

bank of snow. 

Fiction. Weeds tend to grow like, well, 
weeds, regardless of the coming winter. 

Onion skins very thin, mild winter 

coming in; onion skins thick and tough, 

comi�g winter cold and rough. 

Just depends. Climate patterns do have 
an effect on plants� but there are many 
other variables involved in gardening as 
well. Are changing weather conditions 
the determining factor in the thickness 
of an onion skin, or are such things as 
water supply and soil nutrition more 
important? No one knows for certain. 
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When leaves fall early, fall and winter 

will qe mild. When leaves fall late, 

winter will be wild. 

Partly fact. Trees tend to retain their 
leaves when the soil is dry. This can be 
caused by drought, usually associated 
with La Nina. La Nina also induces 
bone�chillingly cold winters. However, 
keep in mind that some soils are naturally 
dry due to their texture and drainage 
p;operties, causing trees to retain their 
leaves regardless of weather. 

A green Christmas, a white Easter. 

Fiction. In south�central Kansas, at least, 
personal observation does not bear 
this one out. 

If March comes in like a lion, it will go 

out like a lamb. 

Partly fiction. Even in the 1800s, people 
recognized that this bit of folklore was 
not particularly useful. However, the 
proverb was probably not intended for 
forecasting but was merely an observation. 
The original saying was, "March comes in 
like a lion and goes out like a lamb." This
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Christopher Spaw 

tends to be true because the end of 
March marks the beginning of spring.
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