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Since you moved away,

the tame edges

of our home town

have grown wild.

Every year, we prop

framework

of what remains–

yet bedrooms and barns,

even schoolrooms

soften from decay–

compost for prairie

reclaiming its place.

		

F ROM The Flint Hills: Artistic Impressions of a Tallgrass Prairie, DC ART PRESS ,  2008

Elegy for a Prairie Town

H.C. Palmer, an assistant poetry editor for Narrative Magazine, is a retired medical 

doctor, a Vietnam War battalion surgeon, and a poet.  His poetry has appeared in New 

Letters, War Literature And The Arts, The New Mexico Poetry Review, Flint 

Hills Review, I-70 Review, Ekphrasis, Island Journal, Kansas 150, and several 

anthologies.  His work has been nominated for a Pushcart Prize. 

B u s h o n g  P i a n o
Dave Leiker
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