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Tpettich offers in this work a tra
ution to scholzrship on
ne GDR, an area wnich in
mained less 1"v=sulgat=a tnan
rrectly, Huettich
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nth P *y Caongress is ir ee in only =2 faw
ding witih usion that '"there
£ e a new dialogue, 3 give and take
mong the parity, their sufhors, and the public
T firal refurzns are zot yet iz, but dar-
ical change in culzural policy, at
ur nerspective the nregrnoesis ’oeks
cultural developmen:
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o} the preface that his "ten-
af the future has Urovuh to be
e last few menths” (p. xv),
in nis assessment of
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positive, pro-sccialist hero or heroin
comes seemingly insurzountable j*oblans

over-
(and

usually remnancts 9f courgecis thinking as well)
and contributas at great perscnal sacrifice to

the nistoricsl daveTGpment of socialism. Core
re

ctly definizg plays of this kiné as the main-

stream of drama in the GDR, tre auithor canters
nis attenfion nere, relegating the works Ly
Helmut 3aierl, Zeiner Miller, and Velker 3raun
o a "dizlectic digrTession,” in order o briag
them into a much needed nistorizal serspective,
for in the West thers nas been a terdency <o
ldentl:] the follawers of Brecit as the only
important dramatists of the GDR.
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Wnils “he bock jacke®t describes Xlantine as "ain
Stick,' the tifle-page reads, "eine Dispuia-
sion in fUp? Zaradoxa." In fact, the work Is
naither ol 3 ion, Tor it lacks what
is essenti =2 : conflict.
Iz = contemporary GUR theatre cantesn Toredid,
"eirn cotimistischner Zas:,” and Firol, 'eln skez
tischer Theaterkriitiker,' discuss whether great
art is still possibls. In Iive lectures, whnich
constitute nalf of the play, Toredid develops =
dialectical proof of ais contention that sgclal
:sm orovides Tertile soil for art. Another gue
ter of the piace 1z devoted %o Toredid's elabe:
atisn of nis argument, znd In the 1ittle stace
wnieh =emains Firol is allowsd tc raise a Iaw
wan objections, Jor walch ne 13 ridiculed oy
otner cnmaracters. Secause the discussicn is
weiznted so heavily in Toredid's Zavor, Pi=ol
211 out disapgears zs a dramatic force, ard a
tpuly dramatic conilict is mitigzated. The
"jisputation' is reduced to 2 sSingle argiment.
As a result : ol as 2
nisce 1s re i =
spstract 1ic
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