
to s l i g h t — though he c e r t a i n l y acknowledges — 
the i n h i b i t i n g f r amework o f the c o u n t e r p o s e d 
a l l i a n c e s y s t e m s t o w h i c h t h e GDR and FRG 
belong. There i s no l a ck o f a t t e n t i o n to Sov ie t 
domina t i on o f the GDR, but one misses the sense 
i n w h i c h the r e l a t i o n s h i p wo rks i t s e l f ou t 
w i t h i n an i n t e r n a t i o n a l system dominated by two 
s u p e r p o w e r s . One o f t h e c h i e f v i r t u e s o f t h i s 
study i s i t s breadth i n d e a l i n g w i t h a l l aspec ts 
o f the r e l a t i o n s h i p — down to the most mundane 
a s p e c t s o f p o s t a l and t e l e p h o n i c communicat ion 
( t hough I was d i s a p p o i n t e d a t t h e modest c o v e ­
rage o f c u l t u r a l i n t e r p l a y ) . But i t s o r i g i n s as 
a d i s s e r t a t i o n are r evea l ed i n a seeming d i s i n ­
c l i n a t i o n to address the l a r g e r p o l i t i c a l i m p l i ­
c a t i o n s o f the German " l e a k " i n the o p p o s i n g 
a l l i a n c e systems. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y one has a l s o t o r emark upon 
the d r e a d f u l l y t u r g i d p r o s e i n e v i d e n c e h e r e . 
That may a l s o ( t hough i t s h o u l d no t ) smack o f a 
d i s s e r t a t i o n ; but i f i t does, then i t i s f a i r to 
e x p e c t a p u b l i s h e d book t o r i s e above the 
impene t rab l e E n g l i s h tha t appears to s a t i s f y — 
or even may be r e q u i r e d by - - p o l i t i c a l s c i ence 
departments . I f there i s no d i s c e r n a b l e d i f f e ­
r ence be tween d i s s e r t a t i o n and p u b l i s h e d book, 
then i t i s a l s o f a i r to wonder why we shou ld not 
s i m p l y s e t t l e f o r the f o r m e r , a v a i l a b l e i n 
m i c r o f i l m and u s e f u l as c a r e f u l r e s e a r c h , and 
c r e d i t the author a c c o r d i n g l y . 

Lyman H. Leg t e r s 
U n i v e r s i t y o f Washington 

E n c o u n t e r s i n Democracy . /\ U.S. J o u r n a l i s t ' s 
View o f the GDR. By M a r g r i t P i t t m a n . New York: 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l P u b l i s h e r s , 1981. 229 pp. $1.95. 

T h i s book was w r i t t e n s h o r t l y a f t e r the 
1 0 t h C o n g r e s s o f t h e S o c i a l i s t U n i t y P a r t y o f 
the GDR i n the s p r i n g o f 1981 . I t i s an a d - ' 
m i r i n g a c c o u n t o f t h e a c h i e v e m e n t s o f t h e GDR 

and an i n t e r e s t i n g background study for the 11th 
Congress. I n t e r n a t i o n a l P u b l i s h e r s p r i n t e d t h i s 
work i n the GDR and i t must be c o n s i d e r e d an 
a u t h o r i z e d account . M a r g r i t P i t t m a n was born i n 
Germany and f l e d the r a c i a l p e r s e cu t i ons o f the 
T h i r d Re ich i n 1938. From the Un i t ed S ta t e s she 
r e turned as a correspondent f o r the D a i l y World 
i n the p e r i o d 1974 - 1979 and her o b s e r v a t i o n s 
and i n t e r v i e w s f rom t h i s t i m e a r e th e f o u n d a ­
t i o n s for her s tudy. 

The decade o f the 1970s saw many W e s t e r n 
a t t a c k s upon E a s t e r n Europe f o r the l a c k o f 
human r i g h t s . M a r g r i t P i t t m a n i s w r i t i n g i n 
par t to show that progress occured i n many areas 
o f l i f e and t h a t the Wes t ' s c o n c e r n f o r " m a l ­
c on t en t s " i s o v e rd rawn : " E s s e n t i a l l y t h i s book 
w i l l d e a l w i t h the q u e s t i o n o f human r i g h t s 
under S o c i a l i s m for the p o p u l a t i o n as a whole — 
o r , more p r e c i s e l y , the n a t u r e o f s o c i a l i s t 
democracy." Her study h i g h l i g h t s the remarkable 
growth o f the GDR from the rub l e o f WWII to i t s 
s t a t u s as the 1 0 t h g r e a t e s t i n d u s t r i a l power 
today. 

H i s t o r y i s a s e r i o u s e n t e r p r i s e i n the GDR 
and t h i s book i s s i m i l a r t o o t h e r r e c e n t a c ­
c o u n t s such as He in z H e i t z e r ' s GDR. An H i s t o r i ­
c a l O u t l i n e (1981) i n i n t e r p r e t i n g the wo r l d i n 
which East Germans l i v e . Th i s r epor t i s h i g h l y 
s e n s i t i v e t o W e s t e r n a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d t h e GDR 
and the a t t r a c t i o n s o f t h e F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c o f 
Germany. There are cons tant uses o f compar isons 
and c o n t r a s t s be tween E a s t and West German 
c o n d i t i o n s and p r a c t i c a l l y a l l r e s u l t s a r e 
f a v o r a b l e t o the GDR. O f t e n , t h e r e i s r e a s o n 
for c e l e b r a t i n g the achievements i n the GDR; for 
e x a m p l e , the g r e a t e r c o n c e r n f o r e q u a l pay f o r 
women, the g r ea t e r a v a i l a b i l i t y o f nursery and 
d a y - c a r e o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r w o r k i n g p a r e n t s ' 
c h i l d r e n , o r the s u p p o r t o f f a m i l y l i f e t h a t 
e x t e n d e d p a i d m a t e r n i t y l e a v e s p r o v i d e . At 
o t h e r t i m e s the a u t h o r s t r e t c h e s t h i n g s a b i t 
and becomes r e p e t i t i o u s - - f o r e x a m p l e , i n 
quo t ing a West B e r l i n s o c i o l o g i s t ' s d i s a p p o i n t ­
ment tha t r e s i s t a n c e f i g u r e s and v i c t i m s of the 
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Th i rd Re i ch have not p layed g r ea t e r r o l e s i n the 
e conom i c and c u l t u r a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the 
Federa l R e p u b l i c . She a l s o t e l l s us tw i c e that 
the t e l e v i s i o n s e r i e s "Ho l ocaus t " was necessary 
to i n f o rm West Germans about the p e r s e c u t i o n o f 
Jews whereas East German schoo l c h i l d r e n a l r eady 
know a great dea l about the h i s t o r y o f N a t i o n a l 
S o c i a l i s m . 

T h i s book i s recommended as an a u t h o r i z e d 
East German view o f c o n d i t i o n s i n the GDR today. 
I t i s a good cheap s u r v e y o f how l e a d e r s and 
s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s e x p l a i n the GDR to wes te rners . 

John A. Maxwe l l 
West V i r g i n i a U n i v e r s i t y 

Der L a u f de r D i n g e : G e s c h i c h t e n . By H e l g a 
Königsdorf. B e r l i n und Weimar: Au fbau-Ver lag , 
1982. 217 pp. 

" I c h habe V e r h a l t e n s m u s t e r a k z e p t i e r t , d i e 
m i r aufgeschwatz t worden s i n d , i c h habe Ta lent 
b e w i e s e n , a l l e s z u t u n , was man von m i r 
e r w a r t e t , n u r e i n s habe i c h darüber v e r g e s s e n , 
i c h we iO n i c h t mehr, wer i c h b i n , " ( S c h r e i b -
A u s k u n f t : H e l g a Königsdor f , Neue D e u t s c h e 
L i t e r a t u r , 27 , n r . 4 (1979 ) , 9-10) w r o t e H e l g a 
Königsdor f about t h e r e a s o n she began w r i t i n g 
f i c t i o n . Der L a u f de r D i n g e , Kön igsdor f ' s 
s e c o n d c o l l e c t i o n o f s h o r t s t o r i e s , i s the 
r e s u l t o f t h i s p r e s s i n g need to d i s cove r a p r i ­
vate i d e n t i t y . 

The book t e s t i f i e s e l o q u e n t l y to her a b i l i t y 
as a prose w r i t e r e f f e c t i v e l y to express a s i d e 
o f both her p r i v a t e and her p u b l i c l i v e s she had 
been f o r c e d t o n e g l e c t i n c o l l e g e and i n he r 
p r o f e s s i o n . S ince 1962, Königsdorf, a p h y s i c i s t 
by t r a i n i n g , has been w o r k i n g i n m a t h e m a t i c s 
r e s e a r c h , and t h i s r i g o r o u s o ccupa t i on has l e f t 
her l i t t l e t ime to examine h e r s e l f and her r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p to both her work and her s o c i e t y . 

The f o u r t e e n s t o r i e s p u b l i s h e d i n t h i s 
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s l i m volume r e f l e c t the two rea lms o f exper ience 
t h e i r a u t h o r l i v e s i n : About h a l f the c o l l e c ­
t i o n i s devoted to s t o r i e s about women a t temp­
t i n g to e s t a b l i s h t h e i r own i d e n t i t y i n a wor ld 
w h i c h i s d i v i d e d i n t o a m a l e - d o m i n a t e d work 
r e a l m and a p r i v a t e s p h e r e m w h i c h men r e p r e ­
s e n t an o p p r e s s i v e w e i g h t t h a t t h r e a t e n s to 
su f f o ca t e the female c h a r a c t e r s . The rema in ing 
p i e ces are at t imes h i l a r i o u s and always e f f e c ­
t i v e s a t i r e s o f the p r a c t i c e o f s c i e n c e i n the 
GDR. 

Many o f Kön igsdor f ' s s t o r i e s d e s c r i b e a 
d r e a m l i k e wo r l d from which the cha rac t e r s awake 
to d i s c o v e r a new d imens ion o f everyday r e a l i t y 
t h a t b e g i n s t o s u b v e r t a l l they have h e l d dear 
and unques t i onab ly accepted. "Ehrenwort — i c h 
w i l l n i e wieder d i c h t e n , " the f i r s t p iece i n the 
book, c o n c e r n s a woman who wakes up one day t o 
d i s c o v e r t h a t o v e r n i g h t she has become a p o e t . 
Her husband and son a r e s h o c k e d and i r r i t a t e d 
about t h i s t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ( the husband s c r eams 
at h e r : " J a D i c h t e r ... aber Du! Du b i s t me ine 
F r a u " ( p . l 3 ) ) and h e r c o l l e a g u e s a t w o r k , 
r e s e a r c h s c i e n t i s t s , f e e l b e t r a y e d by th e 
p e r s o n a l i t y c h a n g e . As a r e s u l t o f t h i s 
p r e s s u r e she awakes one day and f i n d s t h a t she 
i s no longer a poet and r e t u r n s to the p r a c t i c e d 
r o u t i n e o f her p rev i ous l i f e . 

"D ie Wahrheit über Schorch" i s the s t o r y o f 
a woman whose d e vas t a t i ng exper i ences w i t h men 
(she i s r e c e n t l y d i v o r c e d ) l e a d her t o i n v e n t a 
new husband, Schorch, who represents i n r e a l i t y 
her recourse to mas turba t i on as the on ly method 
o f p h y s i c a l f u l f i l l m e n t she i s ab le to d i s cove r 
— t h i s d e sp i t e warnings she reads i n magazines 
about p o s s i b l e " H a u t a u s f a l i , K o n z e n t r a t i o n s ­
schwäche, Rückenmarkzersetzung, (und) a l l g eme ine 
Auflösung der Persönlichkeit" (p.44). 

In "Unverho f f t e r Besuch" , perhaps the best 
s t o r y i n the volume, a teenage daughter , l i v i n g 
w i t h her f a the r f o l l o w i n g her paren ts ' d i v o r c e , 
v i s i t s he r m o t h e r ' s a p a r t m e n t , where the two 
d i s c u s s ways o f l i v i n g that w i l l a l l o w them to 
de f ine t h e i r i d e n t i t y as i n d i v i d u a l s independent 
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