
f rom the men i n t h e i r l i v e s . T h i s i s a theme 
t h a t p e r v a d e s much o f K b n i g s d o r f ' s work . Many 
o f he r c h a r a c t e r s u n d e r s t a n d t h e i r need to do 
t h i s , but few are ab l e to ach ieve i t . 

K b n i g s d o r f ' s w r i t i n g does not c o n t a i n the 
grand h i s t o r i c a l , s o c i a l or i d e o l o g i e s ) v iew we 
have g rown a c c u s t o m e d to e x p e c t i n the work o f 
w r i t e r s s u c h as C h r i s t a W o l f o r H e i n e r Mül l e r . 
I n s t e a d , K b n i g s d o r f ' s s h a r p eye o b s e r v e s 
impor tant events on a s m a l l (but no l e s s moving) 
s c a l e . Her most e f f e c t i v e s t o r i e s a r e t h o s e 
that adopt a c o n v e r s a t i o n a l s t y l e to examine the 
c o n f l i c t - r i f e p r i v a t e wo r l d o f her most ly female 
c h a r a c t e r s . Her s h a r p s ense f o r human and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l f o i b l e s , he r a b i l i t y t o c r e a t e 
w i d e l y v a r y i n g n a r r a t i v e p e r s o n a s , and he r 
impr e s s i v e command o f a c o n c i s e (here one senses 
the s c i e n t i s t ) , readab le l i t e r a r y language make 
her s t o r i e s a p l e a s u r e t o read. 

James Knowlton 
Rutgers U n i v e r s i t y 

Später Gast b e i armer Witwe. By M a r t i n Stephan. 
B e r l i n : E u l e n s p i e g e l V e r l a g , no d a t e g i v e n . 
187 pp. 

I n i t i a l examina t i on o f Stephan's t a l e s l eads 
one to assume tha t the f i g u r e s who popula te them 
are l o n e r s , e x cep t i ons t o s o c i e t a l norms, under ­
go ing yet another p s y c h o l o g i c a l or s o c i o l o g i c a l 
e v a l u a t i o n g e n e r o u s l y t i n t e d w i t h p o l i t i c a l 
p r o p a g a n d a . The p l e a s a n t s u r p r i s e c o m e s 
whenever the c e n t r a l i s s u e s a r i s e , f o r one 
senses tha t t h i s w r i t e r i s more i n the bus iness 
o f p o r t r a y i n g people who c o u l d t ranscend t h e i r 
monotonous l i v e s . Some, i n f a c t , are s u c c e s s f u l 
i n d o i n g s o , and t h e b e a u t y o f i t a l l i s i n 
l a r g e pa r t due to the f ac t that these p o r t r a i t s 
come t o l i f e i n the absence o f a j u d g m e n t a l o r 
m o r a l i z i n g tone. 
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S e v e r a l " i l l u s t r a t i o n s " by A l b r e c h t von 
Bodecker accompany the s t o r i e s w i thout enhancing 
them a t a l l . In f a c t , the economy w i t h w h i c h 
Stephan shapes h i s n a r r a t i v e s p r e t t y w e l l p r e ­
c l u d e s any s i g n i f i c a n t i n t r u s i o n by t h e s e 
g r a p h i c s i n t o h i s t i g h t l y woven p r o s e . The 
sub jec t mat ter o f the g raph i cs i s thus harmless , 
indeed, u n i n t e l l i g i b l e . 

S t e p h a n e x p e r i m e n t s w i t h r o l e r e v e r s a l 
r a t h e r s k i l l f u l l y . What, f o r i n s t a n c e , can a 
b l i n d s t r ange r see i n the l i f e of a young couple 
that e ludes both pa r tne r s ? An o f t en t imes d e l i ­
c a t e b a l a n c e a p p e a r s he r e be tween d e s p a i r and 
j oy , l o n e l i n e s s and p e r s o n a l f r e edom, p r e d i c t ­
a b i l i t y and the u n e x p e c t e d . How does a poor 
widow c e l e b r a t e l i f e by f r e e i n g h e r s e l f f rom 
c e r t a i n c o m f o r t s a t home and m a t e r i a l t h i n g s ? 
We a r e shown how human b e i n g s have an e t h i c a l 
t a s k t o p e r f o r m i n t e r m s o f d e s i g n i n g a l i f e 
t h a t i s r i c h i n s e n s i t i v i t y and s t r o n g i n s e l f 
s u f f i c i e n c y . 

Thomas I. Bacon 
Texas Tech U n i v e r s i t y 

I n f o r m a t i o n s p o l i t i k und Ö f f e n t l i c h k e i t . Zur 
T h e o r i e de r p o l i t i s c h e n K o m m u n i k a t i o n i n der 
DDR. M i t e i n e r F a l l s t u d i e z u r Einführung des 
W e h r u n t e r r i c h t s . By M a r t i n Z a g a t t a . Köln: 
V e r l a g W i s s e n s c h a f t und P o l i t i k , 1 9 8 4 . 
B i b l i o t h e k W i s s e n s c h a f t und P o l i t i k , Band 31. 
143 pp. 

In the r e a l m o f p o l i t i c a l r h e t o r i c , t h i n g s 
are seldom what they seem. Th is book i s a study 
o f theory and p r a c t i c e , which purpor t s t o show a 
" b a s i c a m b i v a l e n c e o f t h e s o c i a l i s t mode l o f 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n / ' What M a r t i n Z a g a t t a s e e k s t o 
show i s t h a t t h e E a s t German l e a d e r s h i p i s 
f u n d a m e n t a l l y d i s h o n e s t when i t c omes t o 
i n f o r m i n g the p u b l i c about impor tant i s sues that 
c o n c e r n them. L e n i n h i m s e l f a s s e r t e d t h a t a 
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