
be most a p p e a l i n g t o t h o s e s c h o l a r s who a r e 
i n t e r e s t e d i n g e t t i n g an o v e r v i e w o f modern 
p o e t r y i n t h e GDR and who a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n 
young East German poets , many o f whom are s t i l l 
r e l a t i v e l y unknown. 

J e f f r e y B. Gard iner 
Western M i ch i gan U n i v e r s i t y 

Der Holzwurm und der König: Märchenhaftes und 
Wundersames für E r w a c h s e n e . Ed. K laus Hammer. 
H a l l e and L e i p z i g : M i t t e l d e u t s c h e r V e r l a g , 1985. 
324 pages . M 13.50 . 

F o l l o w i n g decades o f n e g l e c t i n f a v o r o f 
more r e a l i s t i c , i . e . , more s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l l y 
o r i e n t e d works f o r c h i l d r e n , f a i r y t a l e s i n the 
l a t e 60s and 70s f i n a l l y e n j o y e d w i d e s p r e a d 
acceptance i n the GDR. The resurgence o f f a i r y ­
t a l e s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r o n g t o d a y , i n p a r t 
b e cause o f t h e p i o n e e r i n g work o f s u c h w e l l 
r e s p e c t e d a u t h o r s as F r a n z Fühmann and J u r i j 
B r e z a n ; i n a d d i t i o n , the d e d i c a t i o n o f younger 
w r i t e r s s u c h as R a i n e r K i r s c h o r D i e t e r Mucke 
was e s s e n t i a l i f the form were t o c o n t i n u e t o 
t h r i v e , as i t indeed has. One i n d i c a t i o n o f the 
f a i r y t a l e ' s c u r r e n t p o p u l a r i t y and o f f i c i a l 
r e c o g n i t i o n i s t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s n a t i o n a l 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n o f t h e Grimm b r o t h e r s i n 1 9 8 5 -
1986. 

W i t h b o t h t r a d i t i o n a l t a l e s from Germany's 
p a s t and c o n t e m p o r a r y t a l e s by the GDR's own 
authors now i n vogue, the present c o l l e c t i o n of 
t w e n t y - s i x modern f a i r y t a l e s by t w e n t y - f i v e o f 
the c o u n t r y ' s f i n e s t a u t h o r s comes as l i t t l e 
s u r p r i s e . F u l l y h a l f o f the c o l l e c t i o n ' s works, 
i n f a c t , have p r e v i o u s l y appeared e lsewhere i n 
p r i n t . S t i l l the c o l l e c t i o n i s a welcome one, 
s i n c e i t i s one o f t h e f i r s t t o b r i n g 
t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s i n th e g en r e such as F r a n z 
Fühmann (Der Drache und de r Schme t t e r l i n g ) and 
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J u r i j B r e z a n ( G e r e c h t i g k e i t ) t o g e t h e r w i t h 
t a l e n t e d w r i t e r s of c h i l d r e n ' s l i t e r a t u r e such 
as M a n f r e d J e n d r y s c h i k (D i e Königsk i n d e r ) or 
Helga Schubert (Das Märchen von den glücklichen 
t r a u r i g e n Menschen ) . I n c l u d e d as w e l l a r e 
s e v e r a l a u t h o r s n o r m a l l y t h o u g h t t o w r i t e 
p r i m a r i l y , i f not e x c l u s i v e l y , for a d u l t s : Peter 
Hacks (Armer R i t t e r and Der W i c h t e l p r i n z ) , 
C h r i s t o p h H e i n (Wie Schnauz der E s e l m i t dem 
C l o c h a r d nach P a r i s r e i s t e , um P r o f e s s o r zu 
w e r d e n ) " Ra iner K i r s c h (Der geschenkte Tag oder 
Der k l e i n e l i l a N e b e l ) , and I r m t r a u d Morgner 
(D i e H e i r a t s s c h w i n d l e r i n oder - - Warum muB 
Barbara auf i h r e n ProzeB warten) . 

From a t h e m a t i c p o i n t o f v i e w , the c o l l e c ­
t i o n i s t oo d i v e r s e to p e r m i t easy c a t e g o r i z a ­
t i o n . R a t h e r , the s t o r i e s r u n the gamut o f 
human e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e i r t r e a t m e n t o f such 
u n i v e r s a l t h e m e s as s e l f - i d e n t i t y , s o c i a l 
i n t e g r a t i o n , l ove , and death - - themes tha t are 
o f t i m e l e s s concern to both c h i l d r e n and a d u l t s . 
I t i s t h i s f a c t w h i c h p e r h a p s p r ompt ed the 
e d i t o r to s u b t i t l e the c o l l e c t i o n "Märchenhaftes 
und Wundersames für E r w a c h s e n e / ' Fo r a l t h o u g h 
c h i l d r e n are c l e a r l y the pr imary t a r ge t o f these 
s t o r i e s , grownups too w i l l d e r i v e enjoyment and 
i n s i g h t from t h i s v a r i e d c o l l e c t i o n . 

Thomas D i Napo l i 
L o u i s i a n a S ta t e U n i v e r s i t y 

E i n m a l war F r o s t i n d i e Blüten g e f a l l e n . Von 
H i l d e g a r d Zande r , H i n s t o r f f V e r l a g , 1984. 277 
S e i t e n . Keine Pre isangabe. 

H i n t e r d i e s em s e n t i m e n t a l k l ingenden T i t e l 
v e r b i r g t s i c h e ine Gesch i ch te , d i e s i c h zwar zum 
überwiegenden T e i l i n der trockenen A r b e i t s w e l t 
e ines DDR Fahrzeug -Be t r i ebes a b s p i e l t , aber vor 
a l l e m von den Emotionen C h r i s t i n e s , e i n e r jungen 
F r a u i n den e r s t e n Ehe j ä h r e n , h a n d e l t . 
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